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Clockwise, from far right: Paul
Jetter, founder and chief |
executive officer of Safely Back |
Home, speaks to an audience
about the benefits of
enrolling in the program at a
presentation at David E. Owens
Middle School in New Milford; a
sample shows an imprint of |
contact information on a sleeve
of a T-shirt; and, a full display of
imprinted clothes.
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NEW MILFORD

Peace of mind for caregivers of those who wander

Safely Back Home strongly endorsed by local police department

BY TARA HOPFENSPIRGER don’t worry as much now about
Correspondent Daniel’s habit to wander.
He wears clothes that identify

It was the “scariest time” of

Carlos Pinzon’s life, said the New
‘Milford father of three.

Two years ago, he said his
younger son, Daniel, wandered
away from home.

“Three different police depart-
ments were looking for him,” he
went on, adding Daniel, who has
special needs, eventually was

who he is, should he ever get lost

again. ,
Since last fall, the New Milford

Police Department has partnered
with Safely Back Home, a pro-
§ra.m providing peace of mind to
amilies and caregivers of people
who tend to wander, like Daniel.
The program was created to
help those with disabilities,

officer, Paul Jetter, came up with
the idea for the program to be
used especially by people suffer-
ing from autism, Alzheimet’s or
any form of dementia.

Imprints of identifying infor-
mation are put on garments of
the person who tends to wander.

The imprint includes the Safe-
ly Back Home logo, a unique ID
number and a phone number to
reach local police.

ID numbers are assigned by
local police, and they connect

people wearing imprinted clothes
to pertinent information in the
department’s database.

Jetter, of Sussex County,
explained, “There’s a recent pho-
to of that child or adult, so police
can positively identify them;
there’s contact information for
the caregiver, and any other
emergency contacts; and, there’s
special medical information.”

Jetter said the program was
established in Garfield, Mahwah,
North Arlington and Dumont

before it made its way to New
Milford.

“And, the last piece is very
important,” he added. “There are
words, phrases or topics, given to
us by the caregiver, which they
know will keep the lost person
calm.”

Police Chief Frank Ramaci

said he was looking for a progrant
like Safely Back Home for the

borough.
SEE BACK HOME, PAGE 5
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We have a full display of
photos taken at the annual
National Night Out on

Fun, games, crime prevention

Kennedy Field in New
Milford on Aug. 2.
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The chief said a lost person
who can’t communicate or identi-
fy himself or herself most likely
would stumble upon another citi-
zen who would, in turn, alert the
department.

“Responding officers then
would identify that person b
looking at his or her Safely Bac
Home shirt, or other clothing, and
contact the department of origin,”
the chief said.

“In my department,” he added,
“we created a separate file for
Safely Back Home persons. When
another agency calls to say they
have one of our residents who
appears lost, we then can commu-
nicate and interact with that

ency. We can forward their
photo, and any of special care
information, to that other agency.”

The chief learned about the
program at a meeting of the
Bergen County Police Chiefs
Association in June 2015, where
he said he was impressed by Jet-
ter’s presentation.

The chief then asked Patrolman
Keith Wester and two other police
officers to follow up and to
explore the possibility of starting
the program locally.

Wester, a 13-year veteran of the
department, is school resource
officer for David E. Owens Middle
School.

He said he invited families who
may be interested in learning
more about the program to a pres-
entation by Jetter there in Octo-
ber. Five families attended, and he
said, some signed up on the spot.

Last summer, a situation
occurred that helped to convince
Wester a program like Safely Back
Home was a good idea to imple-
ment in New Milford.

Wester said an 8-year-old autis-
tic child, being watched by his
grandmother, ran out of the fam-
ily’s apartment.

may present information about
the program to local departments
statewide.

Inter-agency cooperation is
key, Ramaci said.

“The more police departments
in North Jersey that have this pro-
lg)ra.m, the better we can cover our

ases,” the chief said. “Our goal
would be to enlist as many people
as possible who have these prob-
lems in our Safely Back Home
pro]'ect”

Jetter said he believes back-to-
school season is a perfect time for
families to enroll in the program.

Jetter had planned to spread
word of the program at National
Night Out on Aug. 2; families
were given opportunities to enroll
and to drop off clothes for
imprinting.

Safely Back Home offers to
imprint three articles of clothing at
no cost. Each additional article of
clothing costs $12, including the
price of imprinting, pick up and
delivery.

Families may imprint whatever
type of clothing they wish — from
coats in the winter, to bathing
suits in the summer.

Discrete imprints can include
personal contact information,
rather than that of the depart-
ment. They also may be done in
any language.

Imprints are white on dark

_clothes, or royal blue on light

clothes.

Jetter said he started the pro-
gram by imprinting an iron-on
transfer, but learned quickly that
method may not be suitable for

“He jumped on a train in River

Edge and ended up in Park
Ridge,” Wester said. “Thank good-
ness a lady who saw him on the
train contacted police, and his
grandmother came in for help.

“If we had Safely Back Home
then,” he added, “we’d have saved
time and resources, and it
would’ve been much easier to
reunite the boy with his grand-
mother.” :

Pinzon and his wife, Claudia,
enrolled Daniel in the program in
the fall.

Pinzon said he believes the pro-

is successful in New Milford
ecause it’s linked to law enforce-
ment.

“I had to register my kids with
the police department,” Pinzon
said. “I like that they know I have
special-needs kids in my home.
Because if a call goes to them
about an incident at my house,
they know who's there and what
to expect. They can send someone
prepared or trained to deal with
it.”

All agree the p would be
more beneficial if other police
departments participated.

Jetter said he plans to reach out
to county prosecutors, so that they
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New Milford Police Chief Frank Ramaci is interviewed at David E. Owens Middle School for a
video being taped to promote Safely Back Home.

some people with special needs.

“The feedback I received from
caregivers of people with autism
was it was a great idea, but that
the decal material bothered their
child,” Jetter said. “So, I changed
it to a very soft vinyl material,
equal in softness to the fabric.”

Jetter said he gives families an
option to order shirts with
imprints already on them. And, for
those without tactile issues, he
said he also offers the iron-on
transfers for caregivers to put on
themselves.

“With our printing technique,”
he added, “ and because of the

resulting softness, children don’t
notice a difference in the feel of
the imprint on their clothing.”

Pinzon said the only drawback
he’s encountered is that Daniel
grows out of his imprinted clothes
so rapidly.

“If we were to find something
we can transfer from the old gar-
ment to a new one, that would be
incredible,” Pinzon said.

Safely Back Home is in the
process of becoming a nonprofit.

The program has a partnership
in place with Project Lifesaver
International, which uses radio-
tracking bracelets and search-and-

rescue teams to find lost people.

“I met with people at Project
Lifesaver International,” Jetter
said, “and we decided Safely Back
Home perfectly complements
what they already do. People can
sign up solely for Safely Back
Home, or use it in conjunction
with Project Lifesaver.”

To enroll in Safely Back Home
in New Milford, call Jetter at
201-874-4054, or the New Mil-
ford Police Department at 201-
261-1400. Registration forms
are available at police head-
quarters, 930 River Road.
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